Wimbish Bus News

David Corke: Parish Passenger Transport Representative - Phone 01 799 599 376 -Email: david@corke.biz
Despite my best efforts, Wimbish still has the worst bus service of any of the larger villages in Uttlesford – and is the only village of its size not to have a bus connection to the railway station. Since many of Wimbish's residents are people based at the Barracks, often with no access to a car, this is entirely unacceptable.

However, there have been a few improvements that Essex County Council seems to be doing its best to conceal – its latest timetable (due out in a week or two) will once again have many errors which affect Wimbish services and you are strongly advised to use the Sustainable Uttlesford free-download timetable from www.uttlesford.org.uk  and not buy the £1 ECC timetable.

I have also posted Wimbish timetables at the bus stops with shelters (since ECC refuses to put up tmetables for services 52, 53, 91 & 94) and asked for them to be printed in the Parish Magazine. They are also available online on www.wimbish.org.uk 

Who runs our buses?

Following the bankrupcy of Stansted Transit, service 17 from Tye Green to and from Walden is run by a national bus company (FIRSTbus) and provides an excellent standard of service. Do not uset his service to travel towards Great Bardfield if you want to come home the same day.

All other Wimbish bus routes are provided by Four Counties/Walden Travel whose buses are named after characters in the Lord of the Rings. They appear to be run by “Sauron” with little concern for providing an attractive service to us mere hobbits. There have been several complaints regarding this operator: please report any further instances of buses not stopping at advertised stops, rudeness from drivers etc to me ad I'll take it up with Essex County Council.

Howlett End Stops

Howlett End has very few buses: two buses a day at the start and end of schooldays (52 & 94) and one shopping bus on three days a week (but not market days)! These are alleged to stop at two unmarked stops called (misleadingly) “Malletts Fruit Farm” (which closed down years ago) and “Taylor Brothers” which is the site of the gated community called “Maurice Close” and not where Taylor Brothers has traded for the last ten years or so on the Tom Green Plants site at the junction of the B184 and Water Lane.

The Howlett End bus shelter opposite the White Hart pub is passed by several buses but none stop there and the ECC has removed the timetables from it. Do not attempt to use it. Buses will sometinmmes stop if asked nicely at Rowney Corner, where, of course, there is no shelter or stop sign.

Do not travel from Howlett End (or Tye Green) to Thaxted on bus 312 if you want to come home the same day.

Tye Green stops

The bus shelter and unmarked stop opposite, near the village hall, are called “Wimbish Primary School” on the stop and in ECC timetables even though it is a long way from the school and some schoolday public bus services also stop outside the school itself.

“School” bus routes 52, 53, 91 & 94 

These all try to give the impression they are only for school pupils even though the company that runs them receives substantial government grants because they are registered as bus services available to all members of the general public. You CAN use these services and some of them are very useful. The morning runs towards Newport (52 & 53) drop you close to Newport Station and the 94 to Saffron Walden County High can drop you at Sewards End (where it connects with buses to Audley End – the Fighting Cocks) or Saffron Walden (Audley Rd  - connection with bus to Cambridge & close to Walden town centre). Everyone has to pay to use these services. The homeward runs by 91 & 94 can bring you back from Walden later than the return run by the “shopping” buses and make it possible to visit Cambridge or London by train & come home from Walden by bus. From Newport 52 & 53 should stop and pick you up just over the railway bridge on the road towards Debden. All these homeward services are free if you have a bus pass as are “shopping” buses 312 & 313 in both direction.

Unfair fares for school pupils

It is now possible for over-16s to use services 52, 53,  91, 94 & 313 and pay their fare on the bus on a daily basis. On all routes except 313 from Carver Barracks, they have to pay full adult fare whereas children in most villages can use a £10 “bus card” to use most buses at half fare. Our ECC councillor (Simon Walsh) promised to investigate this anomaly some months ago but his report is still awaited.

Have you got your bus pass?

If you are over 60 - make the most of it and get a bus pass, even if you rarely or never use buses in Wimbish. You can use the park and ride in Cambrideg for free (and travel on all buses, anywhere in England, after 9.30am weekdays and anytime weekends). I recently used my bus pass to travel door-to-door from Tye Green to Trowbridge (Wiltshier)  to visit my daughter. All the buses (except the first) were efficient and often luxurious services by Stagecoach and the day's journey was a delight.

If you want to visit Chelmsford (where car-parking is impossible), the trick with your bus pass is to park for free in the village of Barnston (just after Dunmow) and take one of the frequent, fast, X30 or X40 buses (or the slower 33) for free to the centre of Chelmsford.

Phone UDC on 01799 510 510 and ask to be sent bus pass forms.

